The author participated in the Vienna Review Meeting as a member of the Finnish
Delegation, and in particular she followed the implementation review of the human dimension commitments in Working Group 1 of the Meeting. The views expressed and analyses made in this article are naturally solely those of the author. 2.
In accordance with the decisions made in the 1992 Helsinki Sumfnit, the traditional followup meetings were replaced by biennial review conferences. It was also decided that in those years when no review conference takes place the review of the implementation of the human dimension commitments should take place in the Implementation the politico-military aspects of security, one related to the economic dimension and one was relevant to the human dimension of the OSCE. WG 2 reviewed OSCE activities, institutions, structures and instruments and considered proposals designed to enhance the role of the OSCE and further strengthen its capabilities. In this WG human dimension related issues were touched upon when the WG considered, for instance, the questions concerning operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina and also those relating to the Pact of Stability in Europe and the role of NGOs and the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) in the OSCE.' Of the various sessions of the Review Meeting NGOS were invited to attend and contribute to the plenaries and to the work of WG 1 when the implementation of OSCE commitments in the economic dimension and in the human dimension were reviewed. The focus of this article is on summarising and highlighting the main issues raised in the discussions in the sub-working group of WG 1 devoted to a review of the human dimension implementation. In addition to the review of the substantial human dimension commitments, this working group also tackled the role of NGOs in the OSCE, ODIHR'S assistance to countries in the implementation of human dimension commitments, human dimension seminars and the programme for coordinated support. The meetings of this sub-working group convened during the first two weeks of the Review Meeting. The exchange of views on the role of the NGOs and ODIHR continued in the third week of the Review Meeting within the framework of WG 2.
Implementation review of the human dimension commitments The importance of the human dimension within the OSCE and the crucial link that exists between the implementation of the human dimension commitments and conflict prevention were underlined by a number of delegations that delivered statements in the opening plenary of the Review Meeting. Among the human dimension issues of primary concern for the Review Meeting delegations referred to questions such as free elections, national minorities, democratisation, the rule of law and an independent judiciary, free media, tolerance and non-discrimination, and migration.4 3.
The agenda of WG 2 included items concerning the Pact on Stability in Europe, operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, OSCE relations with others (Mediterranean issues, partners for cooperation, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, role of NGOS and contacts with them), administrative, financial and other technical aspects of the OSCE, the decision-making process, the role and effectiveness of the institutions and OSCE structures, and cooperation with other international organisations and institutions. 4.
E.g. Ireland on behalf of the European Union states, listed in its plenary statement the issues of free elections, protection of national minorities, training in forming democratic institutions, freedom of association, freedom of religion, promotion of the rule of law and an independent judiciary, the abolition of capital punishment, and a free media to be the primary concern of the Review Meeting. See REF.RM/93/96, 4 November 1996. The United States mentioned the need to enhance tolerance and non-discrimination, to promote democracy through free elections, to support democratisation, citizenship and a transparent
